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An  Elsah  Phoenix 

Last  July  5th  an  Elsah  disaster  occurred  when  the 
ninety-seven  year  old  buggy  shop  on  Mill  Street  at  the 
foot  of  Selma  was  severely  damaged  in  a  fire.    This 
building  was  originally  built  by  John  Reintges,  the 
first  child  born  in  Elsah.    Now  owned  by  Western  Miner- 
als, the  buggy  shop  housed  not  only  their  operation,  a 
business  devoted  to  supplying  mineral  sample  kits  from 
collecting  trips  all  over  the  world,  but  also  an  apartment 
occupied  by  Bruce  Robertson.    This  charmingly  furnished 
bachelor's  quarters  was  on  the  Historic  Elsah  Foundation 
house  tour  this  past  Mother's  Day. 

The  alarm  was  sounded  shortly  after  five  p.m.    By 
the  time  the  Elsah  truck  got  there,  the  fire  had  already  made 
much  headway,  and  smoke  was  pouring  out  of  all  the  eaves. 
Entry  was  impossible,  but  windows    were  broken  and 
upper  story  boards  removed  to  ventilate  the  fire  and  al- 
low water  from  the  hoses  to  reach  the  interior. 

The  Grafton  fire  truck  also  arrived  and  added  its 
equipment  to  the  effort.    Up  in  the  hard-to-reach  areas 
of  the  roof,  the  fire  remained  stubborn  until  Bob  Cronin, 
who  is  noted  for  his  casual  sure-footedness  in  high  places, 
pried  back  sheets  of  the  tin  roof  and  gave  the  hoses  ac- 
cess from  above.    A  hose  was  also  carried  up  on  the 
back  roof  and  put  through  the  upstairs  window  on  the 
east  end  of  the  building,  putting  out  the  fire  in  otherwise 
'inaccessible  parts  of  the  rear  attic  area. 


The  buggy  shop  fire  in  progress. 

from  a  slide  by  Charles  B.  Hosmer,  Jr. 


Reconstruction  as  seen  in  November. 

The  final  smoulderings  of  the  fire  were  very  stubborn 
and  even  caused  the  firefighters  to  leave  their  hose-rolling 
chores  around  eleven  p.m.  and  return  to  the  buggy  shop 
for  a  final  wetting  down  of  one  section  of  the  building- -the 
southwest  corner. 

The  Robertsons  were  away  at  the  time  of  the  blaze,  but 
their  subsequent  investigation  showed  that  the  fire  started 
somewhere  in  the  area  of  the  electrical  service  entrance  in 
the  front  right   (southwest)  corner  of  the  structure.    The 
stairway  to  the  second  story  is  very  near  that  point,  so 
flames  quickly  ascended  and  became  general  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  building,  leaving  the  lower  floor  comparatively 
intact  except  for  a  lot  of  water  damage . 

Recently  installed  insulation  protected  the  original 
siding  except  in  the  corner  v/here  the  fire  began .    When 
the  Robertsons  decided  to  rebuild,  they  were  able  to  re- 
move the  siding  and  save  it  for  reinstallation.    This  re- 
storation, largely  done  by  Bruce  and  Jim  Robertson  and 
friends  they  hired,  involved  taking  the  structure  down 
to  the  level  of  the  stone  foundation  and  rebuilding  from 
there  up.    Hence  above  ground  the  only  original  material 
is  the  vertical  siding  boards. 

The  buggy  shop  is  structurally  more  sturdy  than 
it  wasoriginally .  When  completed,  it  will  contain  an 
apartment  better  than  the  original  one  upstairs,  bet- 
ter windows,  insulation  ,  doors,  and  finish.  A  true 
phoenix,  this  building  has  not  only  risen  from  the 
ashes  but  from  the  great  flood  of  1973,  v/hich  reached 
the  top  of  its  stone  foundation.  After  surviving  flood 
and  fire,  its  future  seems  assured,  and  Elsah  can  only 
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be  grateful  for  the  dedication  with  which  the  Robertsons 
have  defended  one  of  the  town's  few  remaining  commer- 
cial buildings  from  the  nineteenth  century 


Buggy  shop  restoration  as  seen  in  December 

winter  birds 

On  December  28,  1974,  an  overcast,  raw  day, 
a  group  of  local  ornithologists  met  early  to  make 
the  annual  Christmas  bird  census  sponsored  by 
the  National  Audubon  Society .  Elsah  has  parti- 
pated  in  this  census  for  a  number  of  years,  hav- 
ing originally  begun  because  of  Dr.  John  Wana- 
maker's  professional  commitment  to  ornithology. 
The  cesus  itself  is  seventy-five  years  old. 

The  results  of  each  year's  counts  around 
the  country  are  printed  in  AMERICAN  BIRDS, 
a  periodical  including  AUDUBON  FIELD  NOTES, 
where  they   formerly  appeared.    Census  differ- 
ences from  one  year  to  the  next  may  mean  little , 
but  population  and  species  patterns  emerge  clearly 
as  more  years  are  brought  into  the  study. 

This  last  count  included  forty -four  species, 
even  though  some  usually  seen  did  not  appear .    The 
area  covered  ranged  from  Chautauqua  through  El- 
sah and  the  Principia  College  campus  to  Lockhaven. 

By  far  the  most  numerous  species  seen  was  the 
bronzed  grackle.  The  count  ran  to  4,158,  largely 
because  a  giant  flock  has  been  roosting  near  Morey 
Field  House  on  the  Principia  College  campus.  Next 
was  the  ubiquitous  English  sparrow,  with  373.  Red- 
winged  blackbirds  were  also  common  with  235,  just 
behind  the  j  uncos,  at  247.  Only  94  starlings  were 
seen. 

Native  sparrows  included  1  chipping,  2  white- 
crowned,  32  white-throated,  3  Lincoln's,  6  swamp, 
and  10  song.    Closely  related,  there  were  110  cardi- 
nals.   Twenty-eight  goldfinches  were  spotted  and 
19  mockingbirds. 

Among  woodpeckers  the  groups  saw  7  flickers, 
Spileated,  58  red-bellied,  11  red-headed,  39downies, 
and  7  hairies . 

Birds  of  prey  included  the  rare  duck  hawk,  or 
peregrine  falcon,  identified  near  the  water  tower. 


Four  great-horned  owls  were  heard,  and  1  barred 
and  2  long-eared  owls  identified.    No  screech  owls 
were  seen,  though  they  are  around  at  this  time.    Two 
sparrow  hawks  and  4  red-tails  completed  the  birds  of 
prey.    Because  the  river  was  still  completely  open, 
perhaps,  the  eagles  seemed  to  be  upriver,  and  not  in 
their  usual  winter  roosting  areas  in  Elsah,  though  they 
have  been  frequently  seen  this  winter. 

Many  wintering  ducks  were  present,  but  most  were 
so  far  toward  the  Missouri  shore  that  they  could  not  be 
identified .    The  Lockhaven  area  yielded  11  American 
golden-eye  and  15  greater  scaup.    One  Canada  goose 
was  also  counted.  On  the  river  66  herring  gulls  and  16 
ring-billed  were  seen  sitting  on  the  sandbars  and  com- 
muting up  and  down  over  the  water. 

Among  game  birds  40  bob-whites  v/ere  seen  as  coveys 
in  brushy  cover . 

Bluejays  seemed  everywhere.    The  groups  counted 
131,  mostly  in  ones  or  twos.    Surprisingly,  only  4  robins 
appeared.    Birds  familiar  to  yards  and  feeders  included 
170  black-capped  chickadees,  82  titmice,  47  v^hite- 
breasted  nuthatches,  16  Carolina  wrens,  4  bluebirds, 
4  golden-crowned  and  7  ruby-crowned  kinglets.    Three 
purple  finches  and  15  cedar  waxwings  also  appeared  . 

Thirty-two  eastern  crows  and  15  rock  doves  round- 
ed out  the  census. 

Missing  this  year  were  meadowlarks,  which  winter 
in  the  fields  near  Route  100;  prairie-horned  larks,  often 
seen  in  similar  areas;  tree  sparrows  and  a  kingfisher, 
often  spotted  near  the  creek  in  Beltrees;  a  variety  of 
ducks  on  the  river;   European  tree  sparrows,  and  som.e 
others. 

The  Elsah  census  seems  to  be  usually  conducted  in 
bad  weather.    Either  it  rains,  blows,  is  bitter  cold,  or 
is  overcast.  This  year  it  was  so  gloomy,  especially  in 
the  afternoon,  that  the  birds  vanished,  sensibly,  for 
long  periods,  perhaps  eyeing  the  red-cheeked  bird- 
watchers from  the  bushes  with  puzzled  disdain.    None- 
theless, a  representative  count  was  made,  and  the 
species  listed  include  many  that  most  people  in  the 
area  are  unaware  of  in  the  winter . 

The  indefatigable  watchers  included  Gilbert, 
Georgie,  and  David  Ives,  Robert  and  Joan  Andrews, 
Hannah  Haslam,  Reinhardt,  Dorothy,  Chris,  and  Colin 
Ross,  Malcolm  Bayley,  Paul,  Anne,  and  Evan  Williams, 
and  Mikki  and  Cathy  Entriken . 

We  are  grateful  for  the  following  contributions: 
from  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harold  E.  Bunting,  $100;   Mr. 
and  Mrs.  John  Fuller,  $25;   Ms.  Polly  Harmon,  $10; 
Mrs.  R.  Bruce  Holmgren,  $15;   and;-'.r.  and  Mrs . 
Vernon  Piper,  $5. 

The  ALTON  TELEGRAPH  of  January  21  noted  the  pas- 
sing of  Samuel  E.  Albrecht  on  the  20th.    Mr.  Albrecht  sper 
part  of  his  boyhood  in  Elsah  as  son  of  Rev.  Samuel  Albrecl" 
who  was  pictured  on  page  seven  of  our  last  issue  as  one  of 
the  past  ministers  of  the  Elsah  Methodist  Church.    Mr.  Al- 
brecht's  interview  appeared  on  pages  two  and  three  of  our 
second  number   (First  Quarter,  1972)  under  the  Utle  of 
"An  Elsah  Tom  Sawyer."    His  brother,  Vern,  is  a  member 
of  HEF. 
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Mrs.  Grace  Cresswell 

In  the  socially  mobile  society  of  America  in  the  1970's 
it  is  common  to  find  towns  in  which  residents  of  ten  years 
are  considered  old  timers.    However  it  is  not  in  these 
people,  but  in  the  thought  of  those  who  have  lived  in  a 
place  all  their  lives,  have  truly  partaken  of  it  and  enjoyed 
it,  that  the  true  cultural  heritage  of  an  area  survives  and 
continues. 

For  Elsah,  Grace  Barnal  Cresswell  was  such  a  person 
Shown  a  picture  of  Elsah  school  children  taken  sixty-five 
years  ago,  she  could  identify  all  but  one  or  two  transients 
Not  only  that,  but  she  could  describe  what  kinds  of  people 
they  were  and  what  had  happened  to  many  of  them.    Her 
memory,  like  that  of  very  few  Elsah  people  today,  reached 
well  back,  with  the  aid  of  what  she  had  been  told  as  a 
child,  into  the  nineteenth  century.    Her  sense  of  humor 
was  so  lively  that  she  could  still  get  a  chuckle  out  of 
events  that  occurred  sixty  years  ago,  and  impart  that 
same  humor  to  her  listeners. 

Grace  Cresswell  was  born  to  Michael  and  Mary  Jane 
Barnal  of  Elsah.    Mike  Barnal  had  been  an  immigrant  from 
Prussia  who  joined  the  3rd  regiment  of  the  t/issouri  In- 
fantry on  September  3,  1861  at  age  twenty.    He  was  dis- 
charged in  December  1862  at  St.  Louis  because  of  a  dis- 
ability.   However,  he  almost  immediately  rejoined, 
this  time  the  Missouri  light  artillery,  being  honorably 
discharged  from  this  service  on  August  24,  1866.    But 
once  more  he  re-enlisted  in  January  of  1867,  serving  in 
ordinance  until  discharged  again  in  April  of  1869. 

In  his  supplementary  declaration  for  an  invalid 
pension  made  in  1897,  when  Mr.  Barnal  was  fifty -five, 
he  gave  among  the  list  of  his  ailments,  a  "Gun  Shot 
wound  in  right  ancle. "    This  may  well  have  been  re- 
ceived in  the  Civil  War .    Citizenship  was  conferred  on 


war  veterans,  but  Mr.  Barnal  didn't  receive  his  "Dis- 
charged Soldier's  Final  Certificate  of  Naturalization" 
until  November  2,  1880.    As  a  veteran,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Rutherford  Post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic. 

Mrs.  Barnal  was  a  resident  of  the  Elsah  area  that  Mr. 
Barnal  met  shortly  after  his  discharge.    Though  he  listed 
his  occupation  as  being  a  shoemaker  when  he  originally 
joined  the  army,  he  did  a  variety  of  jobs  during  his 
years  in  Elsah.    For  a  time,  for  example,  he  was  a  butcher. 
He  also  served  for  a  number  of  years  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  village. 

Mrs.  Cresswell  grew  up  at  the  upper  end  of  Mill 
Street  in  a  small,  now  vanished  house  on  the  east  side 
of  the  street.    She  was  educated  in  the  Elsah  school. 
Her  childhood  memories  include  opening  up  the  bluff- 
top  summer  home  of  the  artist,  Frederick  Cakes  Syl- 
vester, and  cleaning  it  in  preparation  for  his  arri- 
val.   Pictures  of  her  as  a  young  woman  show  a  sprightly 
blonde  of  fine-featured  beauty . 

Mrs.  Cresswell  was  married  to  the  late  Walter  Cress- 
well, who  as  a  young  man  was  a  foreman  in  the  Elsah 
quarry  and  later  a  skillful  stonemason  whose  work  may 
be  found  throughout  the  village. 

Mrs.  Cresswell  was  widov/ed  in  1968.    She  passed 
av;ay  on  December  15,  1974,  at  the  age  of  78.    Her  daugh- 
ters, Marie  Cresswell,  of  Elsah,  and^^rs.  R.  E.    (Betty) 
Hopkins,  of  Alton,  survive  her,  as  do  eight  grandchildren 
and  nine  great-grandchildren.    Taped  interviews  with  her 
in  the  files  of  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  include  a  wealth 
of  information  about  Elsah  life  during  the  last  century. 
The  Cresswell  home  has  long  been  hospitable  to  local 
historians . 
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The  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  Christmas  Party  in  full  swing  . 


Elsah  at  Christinas 

Elsah  had  a  real  comm.unity  Christmas  this  past 
December,  with  three  large  gatherings. 

The  first  saw  Historic  Elsah  Foundation's  tradi- 
tional Christmas  pot-luck  renev^ed  after  a  three-year 
lapse.    This  celebration  was  held  in  the  Village  Hall 
on  the  evening  of  December  19th.    The  hall  was  beau- 
tifully decorated  by  Bob  Connell.    Just  over  one  hun- 
dred people  attended  under  the  new  system  of  giving 
out  tickets  to  members  and  their  guests  in  order  to 
keep  the  size  of  the  party  manageable .    Everyone 
seemed  to  like  the  nev;  system,  so  we  anticipate  that 
it  will  continue  this  coming  Christmas.    Under  the  for- 
mer arrangement  of  open  invitation,  the  party  proved 
so  popular  that  eventually  the  hall  couldn't  hold  all 
that  came  and  extreme  crowding  resulted. 

HEF  supplied  three  turkeys,  rolls  enough  for  all, 
and  hot  and  cold  beverages,  while  those  attending 
brought  vegetable  dishes,  salads,  and  desserts. 
So  many  delectables  were  there  that  one  couldn't 
even  sample  all  the  culinary  temptations  weighing 
the  center  table. 


After  the  dinner,  and  some  announcements.  Earl 
McCreary  led  the  group  in  singing  some  carols,  while 
Suzanne  Darr  played  one  of  the  two  ancient  pianos  in 
the  hall. 

HEF  is  grateful  to  everyone  for  their  contribu- 
tions, and  especially  to  Inge  Mack  for  making  arrange- 
ments. Bob  Connell  for  decorations,  the  Macks  and 
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Williamses  for  readying  the  hall,  Jim  Robertson  for 
cooking  turkeys,  and  Principia  College  for  supplying 
tables  and  chairs. 

The  following  Saturday,  the  21st,  the  Elsah  Fire- 
fighters' Association  put  on  its  annual  Christmas  party 
for  the  local  children  and  their  parents.    Much  effort 
had  gone  into  preparing  this  party,  including  a  fish 
fry  last  October  to  finance  it,  and  various  adroit  machi- 
nations to  get  enough  candy  for  the  children  in  these 
inflationary  times . 

It  was  a  very  successful  party,  though  attendance 
was  down  from  the  previous  year.    Featured  was  Tom 
Holzberlein,  as  a  juggler  this  year,  assisted  by  his 
daughter  Marilyn.    A  young  magician,  who  finally  set- 
tled on  the  name  of  "The  Great  Magistro,"  followed,  and 
an  Elsah  favorite,  "Fumbles  the  Magnificent, "  who 
showed  some  old  movies  for  the  occasion.    After 
this  Santa,  alias  Paul  Barnes,  arrived  in  the  newly 
refurbished  fire  department  jeep,  followed  by  the 
big  firetruck  v.'ith  siren  howling  and  searchlights 
playing . 

Santa,  in  a  new  beard  and  wig,  leapt  from 
the  jeep,  ho  hoed  into  the  Civic  Center  accompanied 


by  slicker-coated  firemen  bearing  gifts,  and  distri- 
buted the  goodies  to  the  shining-eyed  children. 
After  his  annual  admonition  to  be  good  to  one  an- 
other, he  vanished  out  the  side  door  and  back  to 
his  jeep,  mushing  away  not  six  tiny  reindeer,  but 
one  large  Ron  Musselman,  who  was  driving. 

Cookies  and  beverage  for  the  big  folks  and 
socializing  completed  a  very  successful  party. 

The  third  Elsah  Christmas  function  came  the 
next  afternoon,  when  First  Church  of  Christ,  Sci- 
entist, and  the  Elsah  ^';ethodist  Church  got  toge- 
ther for  their  annual  joint  Christmas  sing,  first 
in  the  Christian  Science  church,  then  in  the  Me- 
thodist church,  after  which  everyone  adjourned 
over  to  the  Civic  Center  for  refreshments. 

These  traditional  community  get-togethers, 
embracing  everyone,  only  appear  in  settled  towns 
of  small  enough  size  to  make  them  workable.    Once 
a  frequent  occurrence  in  the  United  States,  they  have 
become,  in  most  areas,  one  of  the  victims  of  urbaniza- 
tion and  modernity.    We  are  grateful  that  Elsah  can 
still  maintain  them . 


****************************************************•******************************+************** 


Our  fourth  leaflet,  Percival  Robertson's  The  Great 
River,  Master  Sculptor,  has  been  receiving  v/ide  atten- 
tion.   It  represented  our  most  ambitious  publication  so 
far  and  we  are  gratified  with  the  wealth  of  information 
clearly  presented  in  it.    "Dr.  Robbie"  first  came  to  El- 
sah sixty  years  ago  and  has  been  a  resident  since  the 
college  moved  here.    His  perceptions  have  a  depth  and 
ripeness  that  make  the  pamphlet  much  more  than  a  geo- 
logical description.    Even  so,  as  geology,  the  mono- 
graph is  clear  and  accurate,  and  a  good  guide  to  a  river 
road  field  trip . 


The  Elsah  Firefighters'  Association  Christmas  Party. 


LARRY  GROCE  TO  SING 


***************************************** 


Larry  Groce,  who  is  well-known  by  many  Elsah 
people,  will  be  giving  Historic  Elsah  Foundation  two 
benefit  concerts  this  month  in  the  Elsah  Village  Hall, 
on  Friday,  February  14th,  and  Saturday,  the  15th, 
at  7:  30  both  nights. 

These  concerts  will  feature  Larry's  own  songs, 
folk  music,  some  traditional  river  songs,  and  tra- 
ditional folk  instruments  such  as  the  dulcimer,  banjo, 
and  guitar.    Larry  will  be  accompanied  by  Berke  Mc- 
Kelvey,  also  well-known  around  Elsah. 

Larry  has  two  albums  of  folk  and  country  music 
out:     THE  WHEAT  LIES  LOW  and  CRESCENTVILLE  . 
From  1972-74  he  held  a  grant  as  a  Folk  Musician-in- 
Residence  in  West  Virginia.    As  a  grantee  he  gave 
concerts,  helped  students  and  citizens  write  and  per- 


form music  in  the  folk  tradition,  and  helped  to  pro- 
mote contemporary  folk  music  in  the  public  schools 
and  the  community.    The  National  Endowment  for  the 
Arts  made  a  film  of  the  work  of  Larry  and  two  other 
artists    in  the  same  program. 

Larry  requested  that  his  residency  be  terminated 
after  two  years  to  give  him  more  time  for  song-writing, 
but  he  has  retained   the  status  of  an  artist  funded  by 
West  Virginia  under  their  "classroom  concert"  series. 
He  has  also  done  programs  for  the  State  Arts  and  Hu- 
manities councils  of  Texas,  Arkansas,  and  Iowa. 

We  are  really  looking  forward  to  having  Larry 
with  us  and  hope  as  many  as  possible  can  come. 
Tickets  will  be  $2. 


DON'T  FORGET.    CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  HISTORIC  ELSAH  FOUNDATION  ARE  TAX  DEDUCTIBLE  NOW. 


